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Chapter Summary

Child psychological maltreatment is arguably the most elusive form of maltreatment 
and, as a result, has received the least amount of attention. The vague nature of this 
form of maltreatment is evident by the fact that a significant proportion of the 
research directed toward CPM focuses on definitional issues. At present, no single 
definition of CPM is universally accepted. Establishing the parameters of CPM has 
proved quite difficult and confusing. Researchers disagree about whether definitions 
should be broad or narrow and about the relative importance of parental behaviors 
versus child outcomes.

Given these definitional complexities, the true incidence of CPM is largely unde-
termined, as are victim characteristics associated with this form of child maltreatment. 
Researchers have obtained much of their information about rates and correlates of 
psychological maltreatment from official reports made to CPS agencies. Although the 
quality of information available on this problem is limited, it is clear that many chil-
dren are reported as victims of CPM each year in the United States. CPM, however, is 
the least commonly reported form of child maltreatment, accounting for 6 percent to 
28 percent of reported cases.

Research conducted to date indicates that reports of CPM increase as children 
become older. The research has shown no consistent gender differences among vic-
tims, nor is there a clear pattern of racial differences. Studies have shown a link, how-
ever, between CPM and low income. Most reported cases indicate that female parents 
are about twice as likely to be identified as the perpetrators of emotional neglect com-
pared to males, while males are more often reported as perpetrators of emotional abuse 
compared to females. Consistent findings have also been observed with regard to 

its existence, the section has accomplished a great deal. A team of section members, for example, has 
developed curriculum guidelines to improve education and training in the area of child maltreatment 
at the undergraduate, graduate, and postgraduate levels. Another team has developed a lesson plan 
on child maltreatment for use with high school students. Members of the section also organized a con-
gressional briefing on Capitol Hill in an effort to increase federal funding for child abuse prevention 
activities. A section team also helped to develop an amicus brief for the U.S. Supreme Court on the 
long-term effects of child sexual abuse.

The Section on Child Maltreatment welcomes new members, including both students and pro-
fessionals, who are interested in furthering research, practice, and policy issues related to the area 
of child maltreatment. Section members receive the section newsletter, which contains updates on 
section activities as well as columns on best practices and other information on research and policy. 
Members are also eligible to receive section awards for outstanding early career contributions to 
research and practice, promising dissertation proposals, and exemplary APA poster presentations by 
students. Interested readers can get more information on joining the Section on Child Maltreatment 
by contacting the APA’s Division Services Office at (202) 216-7602 or by visiting the section’s website 
at http://www.apadivisions.org/division-37/sections/index.aspx.


